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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum is the combination of subjects – both examined and not examined – that 
pupils study in Years 10 and 11.  It is based on four principles, that it should be: 
 

broad 
balanced 
relevant 

personalised 
 
It is broad so that pupils can explore a range of opportunities and experiences; balanced because it is 
unwise for pupils to narrow down their options before the age of 16; relevant to pupils’ individual needs 
and to the demands of a rapidly-changing world; and personalised so that the number of courses, and 
the level and type of work are suited to the ability and learning style of each individual pupil.   
 
Following these longstanding principles, the curriculum will stand our pupils in good stead during the 
current period of great educational change.  As a Church School, it is right that all pupils take GCSE RE. 
The time for PE recognises the importance of health and fitness in our lives. It is a reflection of the global 
community to which our pupils are heirs, that all pupils should study Science, and that all have the 
opportunity to become confident in a foreign language.  Within this framework, which can 
accommodate the ‘EBacc’ without insisting on it, pupils can take between six and nine GCSEs according 
to their abilities.  It thus offers flexibility and choice within a guided structure. 
 
There are important choices to make, and they will repay careful consideration.  Please study the 
booklet carefully and discuss it at home.  The timetable for decision-making is as follows: 
 
 3 to 12 January Faculties talk to pupils about subjects 
 
 Wednesday 3 January 14-16 Courses booklet issued to pupils 
 
 Thursday 18 January Information Evening (Parents only) 6.30 pm 
 
 Monday 22 January Return of Preliminary Choice forms 
 
 Thursday 1 February Parents’ Consultation Evening 
  (Parents and Pupils) 4.15 – 7.00 pm 
 
 Monday 5 February Final choice forms handed in 
 
The highlighted evenings are particularly important.  The Information Evening gives you information 
about the whole KS4 Curriculum and the individual courses; I shall also talk about how best you can 
support your son or daughter through these next two crucial years.  The Consultation Evening offers you 
the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with teachers.  
 
If you have any remaining questions, please contact your child’s Head of House or Mr Steve Williams, 
Deputy Head, who has the final responsibility for the individual KS4 programme that each pupil will 
follow. 
 
 

Nick Taunt - Headteacher 
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Dear Year 9 Pupil 
 
Years 10 and 11 are a really exciting time in your school career. These are the years when you will 
study for your first public examinations.  At Bishop Luffa most pupils will prepare for nine GCSEs.   
 
This booklet is designed to help you make the best choices for Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4). On the 
following pages you will find information about all the courses that are available to you - both the 
compulsory ones and the ones from which you will make your choices. Our aim is to provide you with 
a wide range of appropriate choices, so that you are able to select subjects and qualifications that 
interest you and you are able to succeed in. You should read about all the different subjects which 
are available to you. It will help you to understand what is expected of you next academic year and 
will guide you to make the right decisions.   
 
Choosing your subjects: Key points 
 

1. All of you will study all of the following subjects: 

 
English and English Literature (GCSEs) 
Mathematics (GCSE) 
Double Science (GCSEs) 
Religious Education (GCSE) 
Physical Education (Core non examined) 
Philosophy for Citizenship (P4C – Core non-examined)) 

 
2. You will also choose three other subjects. If you are currently achieving Step 4 or above in 

languages you will be required to choose a language as one of those options.  To choose 

Triple Science you should currently be achieving Step 4. 

 
3. Choosing subjects: 

 
This is a difficult process and a big decision. In our experience the pupils that have chosen 
well have: 

 

 discussed the options with their parents 

 talked with teachers/Faculties about different subjects 

 made decisions about what they want to do and have not been influenced by what their 
friends are doing 

 chosen subjects that they enjoy doing 

 looked for subjects that would fit with their aspirations 

 looked for subjects which they have an interest in and passion for 

 chosen subjects which they are good at 
 
Please think carefully about your choices. 

 
Mr Jackson 
Head of Key Stage 4 
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CURRICULUM PLAN 
 

Core subjects 
 English – two GCSEs, one in Language and one in Literature 

 Mathematics – one GCSE 

 Science – two GCSEs 
 
Compulsory subjects 
 Religious Education – one GCSE 

 Physical Education 

 Philosophy for Citizenship (P4C) 
 
Compulsory curriculum area 
 Languages – French, German, Spanish or Latin for all pupils who are currently 

attaining at least a Bishop Luffa Step 4 in a language.  
 
Option subjects - three subjects,  
including a language if you are working at, or above, Step 4 in Languages 

 
Art & Design 
Business 
Computing 
Dance BTEC 
D & T : Art Textile Design 
D & T : GCSE Design & Technology 
Drama 
Food Preparation and Nutrition 
French 
Geography 
German 
 

 
History 
Information Technologies 
Key Skills 
Latin 
Media Studies 
Music 
PE GCSE 
Spanish 
Sport BTEC 
Triple Science 

 

 
Notes: 
 
1. This will lead to a maximum of nine GCSEs.   
2. Any Option subject will be offered only if there is a sufficient number of pupils 

selecting it to justify running the course. 
3. You can only choose either Art & Design or Art Textiles due to exam board 

regulations.   
4. For pupils  who are not working to at least Step 4 in a Language and who do not wish 

to continue with a Language, a third option subject should be chosen.  Pupils who are 
working below Step 4 can still choose to study a Language. 

5. For those wishing to gain the EBacc, you should ensure your chosen pathway 
includes: 
English, Mathematics, History or Geography, the Sciences, a Language  
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Subject:  English Language and Literature 
Syllabus Number:  English Language: AQA 8700, English Literature: AQA 8702 

Teachers who lead the subject: Mrs Watson (Assistant Head/Head of English),  
Miss Machado (Key Stage 3 Leader) and Mr Collins (Key Stage 4 Leader) 
 
 

Why study English Language and Literature 
 
Everyone at Bishop Luffa studies both English Language and English Literature. You will achieve 
two GCSEs in Year 11. English is a vital subject for all to study, for, as the author Anne Fine says: 
 
‘Without English, nothing. And without good English, nothing very well.’ 
 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
In English Language you will 

 Read comfortably, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 
20th and 21st centuries. These texts will include literature and literary non-fiction as well 
as other writing such as reviews and journalism 

 Develop your ability to read and evaluate texts – being a critical reader -  and make 
comparisons between them  

 Develop skills to help you summarise a text and synthesise (select the appropriate) 
information or ideas from it  

 Magpie knowledge and ideas from your reading to inform and improve your own writing 
 Write effectively, clearly and precisely using Standard English appropriately 
 Use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately 
 Build and use a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of subject 

terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 
 Listen to, and understand, spoken language and use spoken Standard English effectively. 

 
In English Literature you will: 

 Build your reading range to include Shakespeare, a 19th century novel, contemporary 
prose, drama and poetry. You will read and evaluate these as a critical reader too.  

 Write about literature in a clear and coherent way and you will use accurate Standard 
English. 

 

Assessment 
 
Both English Language and Literature are 100% exam. There are no longer any Controlled 
Assessment tasks. 
 

 In English Language you will have two exams:  Paper 1, “Explorations in Creative Reading 
and Writing,” is 1 hour 45 minutes long and is worth 50% of the GCSE. Paper 2, “Writers’ 
Viewpoints and Perspectives” covers non-fiction, is also 1 hour 45 minutes and worth 
50% of the GCSE. 

 In English Literature you will have two exams, “Shakespeare and the 19th century novel” 
and “Modern texts and poetry.” 
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Subject:  Mathematics 
Syllabus Number:   OCR J560 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr S Pyle 
 
 

Why study Mathematics? 
 
Mathematics is a compulsory subject at GCSE, and all pupils will continue to study the subject. 
Mathematics is a key qualification and a GCSE pass is expected for most occupations. On top of 
that you will be developing your problem solving skills and your ability to work confidently with 
number. 
 

 
 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
The syllabus builds on the content of KS3 with further topics in Number, Algebra, Ratio and 
Proportion, Geometry and Measures, probability and statistics. 
 
Mathematics GCSE will be graded 1-9, with the new grade 9 designed to stretch and identify the 
most able pupils. The GCSE is divided into Higher and Foundation tiers. The Higher tier covers 
grades 4-9 whilst Foundation covers 1-5. The Foundation tier extends higher than the existing C 
grade to grade 5 which is broadly equivalent to a (low) B. 
 
In addition to the grade changes there is increased content in both Higher and Foundation tiers 
and pupils will need to remember key formulae. There is a significant emphasis on problem 
solving, requiring you to apply your maths knowledge and communicate your reasoning clearly.  
 

 
 

Assessment 
 
Assessment will be in the form of three one and a half hour papers in the Summer of Year 11. The 
papers are equally weighted. There will be one non-calculator paper. You will either take 
Foundation tier papers or Higher tier papers. The final decision on tier of entry will be made in 
the Spring of Year 11. 
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Subject:  Double Science  
Syllabus Number:  AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy 8464  
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr G King and Mr S Cooke 
 
 

Why study Double Science? 
 

Studying science provides the foundations for understanding the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity.  You are taught 
essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.  
 
Studying science enables you to: 
 

• develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific 
disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

• develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through 
different types of scientific enquiries that help you to answer scientific questions 
about the world around you 

• develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and 
problem-solving skills, both in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning 
environments 

• develop your ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of 
the methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively 

 
All pupils study science at KS4 and although some with a particular aptitude for science opt to 
take Triple Science, most take Double Science. AQA’s new Combined Science: Trilogy is a double 
award; pupils will be awarded two grades at the end of the two year course.   

 
 

Outline of syllabus content 
 

You will study seven topics in Biology, ten in Chemistry and seven in Physics. These topics are 
studied by all pupils including those opting for Triple Science. However, pupils taking Double 
Science study less content. You also develop your understanding of “Working scientifically” in 
each of the three subject areas.  Despite the reduced content, Double Science is a perfectly good 
preparation for pupils intending to take a Science subject at A level. 

 
 

Assessment is by examination at the end of Year 11. There are two 1 hour 15 minute papers for 
each of the three science subject areas, each covers specified topics and is worth 16.7% of the 
GCSE. 
 
“Working scientifically” is the sum of all the activities that scientists do. These important ideas 
are assessed on all the written papers in addition to the content set out in the specification.  
There is no Controlled Assessment. 
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Subject:  Religious Studies GCSE (RE) 
Syllabus Number:  WJEC Eduqas GCSE (9-1), specification A 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mrs A Smith 
 
 

Why study RS?  
 
Religious Studies provides opportunities for understanding more about the world, the religious 
challenges it faces and your place within it.  Following this GCSE course will deepen your 
understanding of religions and their effect on society.  It will develop a wide range of skills and 
approaches and enable you to become religiously informed, thoughtful and engaged citizens.  
 
You will  

• deepen your knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious beliefs, 
such as atheism and humanism 

• become informed about common and different views within traditions and the 
way beliefs and teachings are understood and expressed  

• develop your ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and 
structured written arguments  

• engage with questions of belief, value, meaning, purpose, truth, and their 
influence on human life 

• reflect on and develop your own values, beliefs and attitudes in the light of what 
you have learnt and prepare for life in a pluralistic society and global community 

 

 

Outline of GCSE syllabus content 
 
The GCSE course specification in Religious Studies has 3 components; 

1. Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Issues in the Modern World 
• Issues of Relationships 
• Issues of Life and death 
• Issues of Good and evil 
• Issues of Human Rights  

2. Study of Christianity (Beliefs, teachings and practices) 

3. Study of Hinduism (Beliefs, teachings and practices) 

 

 

Assessment 
 
There will be three written examination papers. 
Two one hour papers (Christianity and Hinduism) and one two hour paper (Issues). 
The papers will be made up of compulsory questions focusing on knowledge, understanding and 
evaluation.  
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Subject:  Art & Design  
Syllabus Number:  AQA 8201 
Teacher who leads the subject:   Mrs H Friend 
 
 

Why study Art & Design? 
 
Picasso believed ‘Every child is an artist’ and we agree! We live in an increasingly visual world 
where artists such as you are vital to producing exciting and thought provoking work. The 
creative industries make an overwhelming contribution to our country’s economy. Art pupils 
might go on to be employed as illustrators and fashion designers, work in marketing or in 
advertising as creative thinkers. Maybe you’ll be an architect, a web designer, a special effects 
designer on a film or even a gallery owner! Or maybe you’ll follow a more traditional route and 
go on to be a Fine Artist: a Painter or a Sculptor exhibiting your work across the world. The 
opportunities for Art pupils are endless. Creative thinking is something that only you can do; a 
computer can’t think imaginatively but you can, which will make you a highly desirable candidate 
ready for any creative career. The Art Department is like a studio, a buzzing hive of activity where 
like-minded pupils love to come and make Art together. 

 
 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
You will be closely supported through the first term and build up key skills. In your lessons you 
will create work in a wide range of media including photography, large-scale drawings, collage 
and painting so that you can find where your strengths and interests lie. Then the fun really 
begins as you make your own choices about which artists inspire you and how you’d like to make 
work. You can paint, print, use digital media and photography, or make 3D work/sculpture.  As a 
department we have a range of specialisms so whatever you want to create, there will be 
someone to show you how! 
 
You will complete two to three coursework projects. Each has a theme such as ‘Identity’, ‘Close 
Up’ and ‘Fragments’. Each theme is open-ended and is designed to allow you to respond in a 
personal and independent way. You will move through each project, just like an artist. You will 
begin by looking at the work of others to give you inspiration, then develop ideas of your own 
and finally create an impressive final piece which might be a painting, a sculpture, a photograph 
or whatever you want it to be! 

 
 

Assessment 
 
You will complete two to three Coursework projects which together contribute 60% of your 
GCSE.   The remaining 40% of your GCSE will come from your exam. In this you will choose one 
theme from a choice of seven that the exam board will give you. You will work through the 
theme in exactly the same way as a coursework project; the only difference is that for the exam 
you will use the ten hour period which comes at the end, to produce your final piece. The ten 
hours are split into two full days in the Art department. Pupils thoroughly enjoy their Art exam 
which allows them to work without interruption on something very special. 
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Subject:  Business 
Syllabus Number:  AQA 8132 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mrs C Smerdon-Corp 
 
 

Why study Business? 
 
Be the next Richard Branson, Alan Sugar or James Dyson……. 
Do you fancy yourself at the head of a successful business? Have you got some great ideas for 
new products or services?  Or maybe you want to work for a large company by working in 
marketing or management.  No matter what your vision, Business can give you an incredibly 
powerful start to launch you on to your career. 
 

• Everyone ends up working in a business organisation of some kind, so it is 
important for you to understand how they operate to make future career choices. 

• The course covers useful life skills such as application for jobs, an understanding of 
ethical business and laws that all consumers need to know. 

• The course covers all aspects of Business and is good preparation for Business at A 
level and at University where there are many courses at different levels. For 
example, past Bishop Luffa pupils have gone on to study Event Management, 
Accountancy and Strategic Management.  

• The subject is taught using a variety of learning styles and activities, especially 
using computers for work and business research. 

 
 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
All aspects of Business are covered in the course: 
 

• Marketing and enterprise as well as creating business plans. 
• Business structure and different types of business including franchises and 

multinationals. 
• Human resources including recruitment, training, organisation and motivation. 
• Production using different methods and lean production. 
• Finance including an understanding of profit and loss, breakeven and sources of 

finance. 
• External factors that affect businesses such as the economy, laws, ethics and the 

environment. 

 
 

Assessment 
 
Paper 1 – Influences of Operational and Human Resource Management on business activity 
Paper 2 – Influences of Marketing and Finance on business activity 
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Subject:  Computing 
Syllabus Number:  OCR J276 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr A Knowles 
 
 

Why study Computer Science? 
 
Computing and computer technology are part of just about everything that touches our lives. 
Understanding different dimensions of computing is a necessary skill set for an educated person 
in the 21st century. Whether you want to be a scientist, develop the latest vital application to 
change people’s lives or just have fun with modern technology, learning computing will help you 
develop the essential skills that are needed.  
 
Computing is a creative and wide-ranging subject. It is about using sound underlying principles 
and clear logical thinking to design and build systems that really work. Computing gives you the 
opportunity to learn how modern computer and communication systems work, how they can be 
made to work better in future, and how they can be used to build the next generation of 
computing applications. 
 
Computing opens the door to a wide range of careers both with IT companies and those who use 
computers in industry, commerce, government service and the universities.  
 

 
 

Outline of syllabus content includes: 
 

• Fundamentals of computer systems 
• Computing hardware 
• Software 
• Representation of data in a computer system 
• Databases 
• Computer communications and networking 
• Programming 

 
 

Assessment 
 
Computer systems and programming – 1hour 30 minutes written paper (80 Marks)40% 
Computational thinking, algorithms and programming – 1hour 30 minutes  written paper 
(80 Marks) 40%  
 
No calculators allowed 
 
Programming Project – Controlled Assessment Programming Task. Design, develop and test a 
solution to a problem within an OCR set scenario (40 Marks) 20% - 20 hours 
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Subject:  Dance BTEC Level 1/2 First Award in Performing Arts 
Syllabus Number:   600/4785/9 
Teacher who leads the subject:    Mrs J Feakins-Taylor 
 
 

Why study Dance? 
 
This Level 2 course (1 GCSE equivalent) is for you if you have an interest in dance and/or 
performing on stage.  The BTEC First in Performing Arts can help you take your first steps towards 
a career on stage and the course can be used as a stepping stone to a Level 3 in Performing Arts 
or Dance or further performance education.  The course will encourage personal development 
through practical participation and performances in a range of disciplines.  You should be highly 
motivated and prepared to work hard to achieve your goals as much of the course is practical 
and being able to work with others is equally important.  
 

 
 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
You will study three modules of work. The first of these, Individual Showcase, is externally 
assessed and includes both a piece of written work and an audition piece (practical). The other 
two modules Preparation, Performance and Production, and Dance Skills, are both internally 
assessed and will involve choreographing and performing a number of set dances using a range 
of dance genres.  
 

 
 

Assessment 
 
The Individual Showcase is assessed externally and requires you to produce a letter which 
outlines the processes that you go through to prepare for your audition piece. The letter will be 
produced in a two hour controlled condition session.  Preparation for this will take place in 
lessons (25% total marks).  You will also produce an audition piece of work (practical) responding 
to a set brief (25% total marks).  
 
A coursework portfolio is also kept and regularly updated for your two internally assessed units. 
This can include a combination of Word documents, video clips, PowerPoint presentations, 
performances and interviews (50% total marks).  
 
The majority of work is generally project based with the teacher setting the assessments. If you 
do not achieve the required grade first time, you may have a second submission opportunity. 
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Subject:  D & T: Art Textile Design (ARTD) 
Syllabus Number:  AQA 4204 
Teachers who lead the subject: Miss M Witherow and Mrs H Stapleton 
 
 

Why study Textile Design? 
 
Textile Design could lead to a wide range of jobs such as fashion designing, interior designing, 
costume design, retailing, hotel, tourist and leisure industries, craft industries and scientific 
textiles development.  If you are interested in any aspect of the Fashion, Textiles and Art then 
this is the course for you.  
 
Textile Design enables you to: 

 Explore a range of textile media, techniques and processes, including both traditional 
and new technologies. 

 Investigate relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to art and design from the 
past and from recent times, including European and non-European examples. 

 Create practical and critical activities which demonstrate understanding of different 
styles, genres and traditions. 

 Candidates may use sketchbooks/workbooks/ journals/ portfolio to develop drawn 
designs and present practical skills and the importance of process as well as a final 
outcome. 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
Starting in Year 10 candidates will cover two or three projects where you will be developing ideas 
through investigations and research, refining ideas through experimenting and learning 
techniques and processes and recording ideas. Candidates will present a meaningful and 
informed response to each project in the form of a final piece or a textile product.  
Candidates will be introduced to a variety of experiences including:- 

 fashion 

 costume design 

 printed and dyed materials 

 constructed and applied textiles 

 embellished textiles 

 

Assessment 
 
Unit 1  Controlled Assessment  – work undertaken during course of study and must include more 
than one project – the work is set and marked by the centre and moderated by AQA – 60% 
Unit 2  10 hours of sustained focused study  – unlimited preparation time - Question papers 
issued from January – of Y11 candidates respond to their chosen starting point - the work is set 
and marked by the centre and moderated by AQA – 40% 
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Subject:  GCSE Design & Technology 

Syllabus Number:  AQA 8552 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr A Apperley 
 

Why study GCSE Design and Technology 
 

 Design & Technology provides you with a natural link between knowledge and the 
application of science and mathematics in business and commerce. 

 The coursework component provides, through the design and manufacture of fully 
functioning products, opportunities to develop key project management skills that you 
will be able to transfer to any future career. 

 Design & Technology is a fun, practical, dynamic course and provides opportunities for 
you to work as individuals or as part of a team on projects such as, media and advertising 
prototypes, amplifiers, mechanical toys, structures and storage solutions. 

 Design & Technology at GCSE provides a firm platform for you to build on the core 
personal, learning and thinking skills developed at KS3. In particular, it develops you into 
creative, independent thinkers who are confident in applying practical skills and able to 
innovate and problem solve.  

 Having a Design & Technology qualification can lead to careers in fields such as furniture 
design, product design, construction, production design, engineering, automotive design, 
manufacturing, and industrial design. These fast moving industries are expanding all the 
time and are some of the largest employers in the UK. 

 
This subject will prepare you to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly 
technological world.  It will help you to become future a thinker and confident communicator 
who can make real, innovative and practical contributions to the challenges we face in the 21st 
Century.  This course will develop you as rounded human beings who can think for themselves 
and put their ideas into action - in whatever walk of life you choose to follow.   

 

Outline of syllabus content  and assessment 
 
The course is in two main parts and allows considerable opportunity for you to develop your own 
ideas.  You will be encouraged to recognise and use ICT in the form of CAD/CAM, where 
appropriate, throughout the course. It will also foster an awareness of sustainability and how 
design decisions will impact on society and the environment.  The course has core technical and 
designing and making principles, including a broad range of design processes, materials 
techniques and equipment.  You will then have the opportunity to study specialist technical 
principles in greater depth through a chosen material area in the written exam and coursework.  
 
Designing & Making (Non Examination Assessment)– Approximately 35 hours  50% of GCSE 
Consists of a single design and make activity selected from a broad range of tasks.  This includes 
drawing up a specification, collecting relevant data, researching existing products, presenting 
results and generating design solutions including prototype modelling. Pupils will develop a range 
of skills and techniques appropriate to the task and chosen material area, working with both 
hand and machine tools.  Pupils will also learn about a range of industrial and commercial 
processes and applications, including the use of CAD/CAM. 
 
Written Paper – 2 hours  50% of GCSE 
Knowledge and understanding - pupils will develop their experience of materials, finishes, 
manufacturing processes, quality control and health and safety. 
The Year 10 course is dedicated to a series of modules that develop practical and theory core 
skills and knowledge.   
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Subject:  Drama 
Syllabus Number:  AQA 8261 
Teacher who leads the subject:   Mrs N Furnell 
 

Why study Drama? 
 
GCSE Drama is a challenging and exciting course where you will be able to explore and develop 
skills in drama and theatre.  You will work to produce fully rehearsed performances exploring 
stimulating topics.  This course develops a knowledge and understanding of theatre and study a 
range of play texts and live theatre. The course is flexible and there are opportunities for you to 
be assessed as a performer and to explore design and technical elements depending on your 
personal strengths.  The practical nature of the lessons and assessments equip you with a range 
of personal skills such as team work, confidence, time management, independence and 
assertiveness alongside developing your creativity.  The skills you develop through studying 
drama prepare you for nearly any job where you are expected to work effectively with people 
and/or are required to think creatively about tasks. 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
Component 1: Understanding Drama- Written Exam (40%) 

 Demonstrating your knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre. 

 Analysing one set play to explore how to take it from page to stage, through both 
performance and design elements.  

 Analysing and evaluating a live production seen at the theatre discussing the work of 
theatre makers. 
 

Component 2: Devising Drama – Practical Exam with written coursework (40%) 

 Creating devised drama in response to a stimulus topic, through practical workshop 
exploration and rehearsal. 

 Performance of a devised drama (actor or designer) 

 Analysis and Evaluation of the work through the completion of a Devising Log Book 
recording the journey from rehearsal to performance.  
 

Component 3: Texts in Practise Practical Exam (20%) 

 Performance of 2 extracts of one play (actor or designer) 

 

Assessment 
 
All assessment is linear, with written exams taking place at the end of the course. 

 60% of the GCSE will be assessed through non-exam assessment, 40% through a written 

exam 

 In the written exam Section A is multiple choice assessing your general knowledge and 

understanding of theatre. Section B requires an extended answer requiring you to 

discuss creative ideas for realising a set play on the stage and Section C is the evaluation 

of a live production we have been to see at the theatre 

 Practical work will be assessed by the teacher or by a visiting examiner, depending on 

the component 
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Subject: Food Preparation and Nutrition 
Syllabus Number:  OCR J309 
Teacher who leads the subject:  Mrs C McMahon 
 
 

Why study Food Preparation and Nutrition? 
 
This course enables you to explore the relationship between food as a life skill and a science, as well 
as helping you to build strong practical skills and a good understanding of nutrition.  If you are 
considering a career in the Food Industry, which is one of Britain’s largest areas of employment, this 
subject is very valuable.  There are many careers  linked to this subject including food marketing, 
food science, product development, advertising, environmental health, dietetics and the leisure 
industry’ 
 
The course has been designed to build on the knowledge and skills you have acquired in Key Stage 3, 
with much of the course content taught through practical activities. 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
By studying food preparation and nutrition you will be able to: 
 

 demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a 
variety of food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment 

 develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical 
characteristics of food as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food 
and drinks 

 understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the 
physiological and psychological effects of poor diet and health 

 understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food 
availability, production processes, diet and health choices 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, 
sensory qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, 
processing, storing, cooking and serving food 

 understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary 
traditions (traditional British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing 
recipes 

 

Assessment 
 
Written Examination Paper (01) 1 hour 30 minutes - 50% of total GCSE  

 
Food Investigation Task (Non-Examined Assessment) - 15% of total GCSE 
 
Food Preparation Task (Non-Examined Assessment) - 35% of total GCSE  
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Subject:  French GCSE 
Syllabus Number:  AQA French (8658) 
Teacher who leads the subject: Ms H Massey 
 

Why study French? 
 
Around 75% of the world's population don’t speak a word of English. Learning a language at GCSE 
will help you to develop your language learning skills, even though you might not know which 
language you will need in the future. 
 
According to research carried out by the BBC, on average, people who use languages in their jobs 
earn around 8% more per year.   
 
Learning French at GCSE will help you to: 

 develop your confidence 

 improve your communication skills 

 have an awareness and understanding of other cultures and communities where French 
is spoken.  

 demonstrate that you have learnt important skills 

 develop transferable language learning skills 

 be able to communicate effectively and present yourself in front of others 

 stand out from the crowd (particularly for university or job applications) 

 improve your understanding of your first language 
 

You will be able to use the skills you have learnt in a variety of future careers. 
You never know where learning a language might take you; currently with over 6000 different 
languages in the world and more than 300 spoken in the UK, there has never been a more 
important time to learn a foreign language.  
 
To quote Nelson Mandela, "If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his 
head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart." 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
Topics covered are within three themes, as follows: 
Theme 1: Identity and culture. 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest. 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment. 

 

Assessment 
 
Pupils are assessed on four skills at the end of Year 11 which carry equal weighting; listening, 
reading, speaking and writing. French has a Foundation Tier and a Higher Tier but students must 
take all four question papers at the same tier.  

 Listening paper: 25% of the final grade. 

 Reading paper: 25% of the final grade. 

 Writing paper plus translation: 25% of the final grade. 

 Speaking assessment (recorded in the school and marked by AQA examiners): 25% of the 
final grade. 
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Subject:  Geography 
Syllabus Number:  AQA 9030 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mrs M Wilburn 
 

Why study Geography? 

 
Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is hands on, it is relevant and it is fun. The 
course will give you the chance to get to grips with some of the big questions which affect our world and 
understand the social, economic, physical forces and processes which shape and change our world.   
 
You will have the opportunity to learn a wide range of skills such as modern computer based mapping 
(called GIS), map skills, interpreting photographs, fieldwork skills, presenting, decision and problem solving, 
role play and debating techniques.  You will also improve your literacy skills through your report writing 
and written work and make practical use of your numeracy skills through interpreting data and 
constructing graphs.  You will take part in two fieldwork activities which enable you to gain first-hand 
experience of some of the things you’ve learnt about in class.   
 
The range of skills that you develop in Geography is highly valued by a wide range of different employers.  
It opens up a wide range of career opportunities such as sustainability and green issues, hazard 
management, urban regeneration, law and human rights, global business or medicine.  

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 

Three themes that cover physical, human and environmental geography: 
 
Unit 1:Living with the physical environment 

 The Challenge of Natural Hazards (Tectonic Hazards, Tropical Storms, Extreme Weather & Climate 
Change)   

 Physical landscapes in the UK (Coastal Landscapes, River Landscapes and Glacial Landscapes) 

 Living World (Tropical Rainforests, Hot Deserts, Cold Environments) 
 

Unit 2: Challenges in the Human Environment 

 Urban issues and challenges (How and why do cities grow? What problems and opportunities do they 
bring?)   

 How can they become more sustainable?) 

 Changing economic world (How does wealth of countries vary? How can we reduce the gap between 
the rich and poor?) 

 Challenge of resource management (What challenges do we have over resources (food, water and 
energy)? 

 How can we increase supply of these resources?) 
 

Unit 3: Geographical Applications 

 Issues Evaluation (problem solving paper on a contemporary geographical issue) 

 Fieldwork (carry out two pieces of fieldwork – one human and one physical) 

 Geographical Skills 

 

Assessment 
There are three  written exams  taken in the summer term of Year 11: 
Unit 1: Written exam is 1hr 30mins in length.  Question types (for all units): multiple-choice, short answer, 
levels of response, extended prose (35% of GCSE) 
Unit 2: Written exam is 1hr 30mins in length.  Question types (for all units): multiple-choice, short answer, 
levels of response, extended prose (35% of GCSE) 
Unit 3: Written exam is 1hr in length.  It includes a problem solving exercise based on pre-released 
material and questions on fieldwork and geographical skills (30% of GCSE) 
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Subject:  German 
Syllabus Number:  AQA 8668 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mrs D Williams 
 

Why study German? 
 

Whatever plans you may have for the future, knowledge of German will increase your options. When you learn 
German you acquire a range of skills which can improve the quality of both your work and private life: 
 

 In business knowing the language of your German business partners improves your relations and 
therefore your chances for effective communication and success.   

 In science and research German is the second most commonly used scientific language. Germany is 
the third largest contributor to research and development and offers research fellowships to 
scientists from abroad.   

 In the tourism and hospitality industry tourists from German-speaking countries travel far and wide, 
and are the world’s biggest spenders when on holiday. They appreciate being looked after by 
German-speaking staff and tour guides. 

 

There are also many opportunities to study/work in Germany: Germany awards a generous number of 
scholarships and other support to study in Germany. Working holiday visas are available for young foreigners from 
a range of countries, and special visas are offered to skilled workers and professionals. 
 

Studying a language develops your skills and you as a person. Studying German means you open up a new range of 
experiences and a new world to yourself. 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 

Over the course of Year 10 and Year 11 pupils study the following broad topic areas or themes: 
 

Identity and culture 

 Me, my family and friends 

 Technology in everyday life 

 Free-time activities 

 Customs and festivals in German-speaking countries/communities 
 

Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

 Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

 Social issues  

 Global issues  

 Travel and tourism 
 

Current and future study and employment 

 My studies  

 Life at school/college  

 Education post-16 

 Jobs, career choices and ambitions 
 

Pupils develop their skills in speaking, writing, reading and listening as well as their vocabulary and knowledge of 
German grammar.   
There are opportunities to discover German and Germany through the culture and pupils have access to a wide 
range of paper and electronic resources to help them expand their vocabulary and to follow their own as well as 
class interests. 

 

Assessment 
 

Pupils are assessed by terminal examinations in the skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing. 
Each exam is worth 25% of the total mark. 
There are two tiers of assessment: Foundation and Higher. 
Translation of short passages of German into English or English into German feature in the reading and writing exams. 
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Subject:  History 
Syllabus Number:  AQA 8145 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr J Barnett 
 

Why study History? 
 
Donald Trump’s recent election victory shocked the World!  But, to historians this isn’t the first time that a 
leader has come to power promising something different.  In fact, it’s quite a regular occurrence. 
 

Recent events show us how rapidly the world can change.  Many of these changes have their roots in the huge 
upheavals of the twentieth century.  As well as this, it’s important that we can see broad sweeps of history, and 
understand some pivotal moments in our own nation’s development.  By the end of the GCSE course you will 
have a good understanding of how we make sense of the past.  The course develops skills such as the analysis 
and use of source material, the ability to select relevant information and use it effectively, and the ability to 
frame an effective argument.  History isn’t about simply writing long answers!  You will develop the all- 
important skill of being focused in answers, so don’t be put off by thinking that it’s all about loads of writing – it 
isn’t! 
 

You will come across a variety of teaching and learning styles.  You will debate.  You will make notes.  You will 
think deeply through issues.  Your book will contain work presented in a variety of ways.  You’ll do plenty of 
practice questions as we go, so that you are ready for the exams when they come!  We always aim to run an 
overseas trip as part of the course.   
 

Pupils who study History find it invaluable in any career where there is the need to communicate clearly, put 
forward an argument, or understand the world we live in.  For example, careers in law, or journalism.  But it is 
also useful for careers in the Sciences, where concise, clear reports are needed.  History is a widely respected 
qualification.  By taking it you are sending out a strong message about your ability, and your interest in the 
world around you. 

 

Outline of syllabus content: 
 
Our GCSE History course examines some of the significant events in modern history and attempts to explain 
how and why they took place, as well as their impact.  It also looks at a topic across a broad period, and a 
pivotal period in British history 
 

We investigate Russia from 1895 to 1945, including topics such as the fall of Tsar Nicholas II, Lenin’s Russia, and 
the rise to power of Joseph Stalin, as well as life in Soviet Russia.  A fascinating country, with an utterly 
intriguing story to investigate and analyse. 
 

We also investigate the World between the World Wars.  We look at how the peace deals at the end of World 
War One helped cause World War Two, we look at attempts to keep the peace, and we look at the causes of 
World War Two.  Understanding this crucial period in World history really helps you understand some of the 
issues facing the World today. 
 

We look at an aspect of British history over the last 1000 years – to develop understanding of an issue over 
time.  The issue we will investigate is changes in the nation’s health, from the Black Death up to the modern 
era of transplants and antibiotics.  This is a fascinating (and sometimes slightly gruesome!) delve into our 
nation’s social history. 
 

We also study the pivotal phase of our nation’s history that was the Norman Conquest – looking at the 
landmark event that was the Battle of Hastings, but also ‘what happened next’.   
 

If you want to understand how our World has developed, and where it might be going, then GCSE History is the 
course for you. 

 

Assessment 
 
You will do two exams, both at the end of Year 11 and worth 100% of the final grade.  Both exams are 
1h45mins long.   Paper 1 focuses on ‘World History’.  Paper 2 focuses on British history.  Both exams test a 
variety of historical skills, including the ability to analyse sources, and to develop, and sustain, an argument.   
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Subject:  Information Technologies Level 1/2 
Syllabus Number:  OCR J808 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr A Knowles 
 
 

Why study Information Technology? 
 

This course is aimed at pupils who are looking to build, deepen and strengthen existing skills by 
develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and their social and 
commercial impact.  Pupils will investigate the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental 
issues raised by ICT along with developing skills on planning Information Technology solutions, 
collecting data, processing, storing and presenting data. 
 
It allows for the development of skills in a number of Information Technology areas using a 
variety of software: Desk top publishing, Web based applications, Mobile Apps, Word Processing, 
Databases, Spreadsheets, Pod Casts, Skype, Blogs, vLogs, You Tube, Web Conferencing, Cloud 
Based (Google drive, Office 365), presentation software, Linkedin, iMessage, Twitter, Instagram, 
Facebook ,What’s App, Social Engineering (Phishing, pretexting, baiting etc.) and Hacking (white 
hat hacking, grey hat hacking, DDos, black hat hacking), big data, the internet of things. 
 
Pupils should be aware that this course does not develop conventional programming skills (like 
learning Python or other languages). Pupils looking to qualify in programming should select the 
GCSE Computing course.   

 

Outline of syllabus content: 
 

• Stages of the project life cycle   
• Mitigating risks for a project   
• Planning and reviewing project phases   
• Creating, updating, deleting and using data  
• Presenting information in a meaningful way  
• Final evaluation for a project  
• Collecting and storing data 
• Cyber security – threats and preventions  
• Legislation and data reliability 

 

Assessment 
 

R012 - Understanding tools, techniques, methods and processes for technological solutions 
1 Hour 45 written exam (80 Marks) OCR Set and Marked   (50%) 
 
R013 Developing Technological Solutions – An assignment set by OCR, marked by the school and 
moderated by OCR. 80 Marks - approximately 20 Hours (50%) 
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Subject:  Key Skills 
Teacher who leads the subject:  Mrs J Collins-Ballands 
 
 

Why study Key Skills? 
 
If it is considered of benefit to a pupil, they can choose the Key Skills option. This course reduces 
the number of GCSES taken, but aims to develop exam skills and to support English GCSE by 
identifying and working on areas of literacy that pupils need support with. 
 
This is a non-exam based option, and aims to build pupils’ confidence and ability in key skills for 
literacy and exams. 
 
Where possible, skills for life are also incorporated into the option. 
 
The selection of this option must be with the agreement of Mrs J Collins-Ballands. 
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Subject:  Latin 
Syllabus Number:  Eduqas  
Teacher who leads the subject: Ms C Barnett 
 
 

Why study Latin?   
  
The culture of the Roman and Greek world is everywhere in our world.  Our greatest writers, 
living and deceased, draw on our shared understanding of the world the Romans and Greeks 
lived in; from J K Rowling and Carol Ann Duffy to Shakespeare.  Its echoes can be felt through 
film, art, architecture, design, advertising and nearly every aspect of the society we live in.  The 
Latin language itself is found in the expressions we use, the language we employ and the names 
we give things.   Studying Latin helps you see those connections and can enrich your enjoyment, 
understanding and appreciation of our society. 
  
In English, you will find that you can decode obscure and technical language faster and your 
vocabulary will increase.  Studying Latin helps you think analytically and systematically.  This 
helps develop your logical and systematic thinking skills.  This is helpful for everything from 
maths to computer programming to philosophy.  At this level we study the structure of the 
language in a way that means you will begin to examine and even challenge how you use your 
own language and others. 
  
The subject aligns with other areas, allowing new insight into other languages, such as English 
Literature, History and Religious Studies.  
  
Latin GCSE allows you to read about the hopes, thoughts and dreams of people who died over 
two thousand years ago, in their original words.   
  
Latin is a challenging subject that leads to a highly respected GCSE.  People who study Classics go 
on to a broad range of careers including computer programming, law, accountancy, banking, 
politics, science and the arts. Famous Classicists include Baroness Susan Greenfield (who studied 
Classics before becoming a neurosurgeon), J K Rowling (who studied French and Classics), Chris 
Martin (lead singer of Coldplay), Anthony James Leggett (Nobel Prize winner for Physics) and 
Boris Johnson (Foreign Secretary). 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
We study for the following papers: 

• Latin Language (translation) 
• Literature (original Latin based on a set of themes) 
• Literature (original Latin based on a narrative) 

 

Assessment 
 
The GCSE is assessed by four exams at the end of the course.  This gives adequate time to allow 
you to become confident and perfect your exam technique and understanding of the set texts. 
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Subject:  Media Studies 
Syllabus Number:  AQA 8572 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr G Evans 
 
 

Why study Media Studies? 
 
You are already a Media Studies expert! You are surrounded by and interact with the media 
every day whether it’s through watching and making films, blogging, reading a magazine or 
newspaper, or putting your opinions out there via Twitter and Facebook or a You Tube channel. 
The media shapes all aspects of our world from entertainment, communication and culture 
through to politics and society. It is therefore vital that you understand how Institutions and 
producers get their messages to audiences and how media can impact your life. 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
You will explore every stage of a media product’s journey through the four Media Studies Key 
Concepts:   Media Language looks at how products are constructed through images, editing and 
use of text. Media Representations looks at how people, places and ideas are portrayed through 
these products.  Media Industries focusses on the companies and producers behind the media 
and Media Audiences takes account of who consumes media.  
 
Alongside this will be invigorating theory and activity lessons which will enable you to engage 
with a range of contemporary, relevant media texts. In your lessons and your free time, you will 
have exclusive access the department’s Apple Mac edit suite, our camera equipment and our 
fully equipped media classroom. You will produce a range of practical productions in your first 
year without the pressure of formal assessment – this way you can practise and hone your 
filming and editing skills before your final assessment in Year 11.  
 
Classroom-based lessons will push all of your learning buttons through a variety of delivery 
methods – textual analysis of film clips, IT desktop publishing and Photoshop sessions, location 
shooting, storyboarding, team work, case studies to name just a few! This is an essential subject 
for anyone interested in starting a business, working in the media industry, or the media 
department of any modern organisation. 

 

Assessment 
 
The coursework element (30% of GCSE) will test your practical skills in response to a thematic 
brief which changes each year. Many pupils opt for the famous Music Video option, but there are 
a variety of platforms and disciplines available to you so you can utilise your creative strengths.  
 
There will also be two exam papers (worth a total of 70% of the qualification) which between 
them test your knowledge and understanding of the four Key Concepts of Media Studies - Media 
Language, Audiences, Industries and Representations. The papers contain a range of multiple 
choice, short and long form answers which will enable you to display both broad and in depth 
responses.  
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Subject:  Music  
Syllabus Number:  Edexcel (1MU0) 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr H Thomas 
 
 

Why study Music? 
 

If you like playing and listening to music, GCSE Music is for you.  
 

 You have already gained many of the basic skills needed for this course in your music 
lessons, over the last three years 

 You will enjoy making music as a soloist or as part of a group 

 You play an instrument or sing to a minimum or equivalent level of Grade 3  

 You will learn how to improve your performing skills, how music is constructed from 
initial ideas through to the finished product 

 You will also learn how to analyse music in a variety of styles and discover the context in 
which music has been composed over the last 400 years 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 

The GCSE Music syllabus is divided into three areas: 
 

1. Performing 
You must perform at least two pieces. – Solo performance: this must be of at least one 
minute in duration, and may comprise one or more pieces – Ensemble performance: this 
must be of at least one minute in duration, and may comprise one or more pieces  
Minimum total performing time (both performances combined) is 4 minutes 
 

2. Composing 
One piece must respond to an awarding body set brief. – One piece must be free 
composition. Minimum total composition time (both pieces combined) is 3 minutes 
 

3. Listening and Appraising 
You will sit a 90 minute written paper with questions on two set works, chosen from 
eight set works and musical genres in which questions such as these are asked: 
‘Name the instrument playing the solo’ 
‘Give two musical reasons why you like or dislike this piece of music.’ 
‘This theme is shared between two instrumental families? What are they?’ 

 

Assessment 
 

Performing Music 
One solo performance and one ensemble performance - internally assessed and worth 30% of 
the total GCSE.  
 

Composing Music 
Two compositions, or two arrangements, or one composition and one arrangement -internally 
assessed and worth 30% of the total GCSE. 
 

Listening and Appraising  
A 90-minute written paper with questions relating to the set works – externally assessed and 
worth 40% of the total GCSE. 
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Subject:  PE GCSE 
Syllabus Number:   AQA 8582 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr T Brown 
 

Why study PE GCSE? 
 
GCSE PE is an established course that offers routes to further education, such as A-levels, higher 
education in PE as well as other related career opportunities. There are also strong transferable 
links between PE and other similar subjects such as social science qualifications and Biology.   
 
During this course you will be able to make use of your practical ability as 40% of the course is 
assessed based around your performance in three different sports. The course also involves 
studying for two separate exams known as “The human body and movement in physical activity 
and sport” and “Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport’’. This 
aspect of the course encourages you to make links between different muscles, bones and 
complete performance analysis of various movements and consider and discuss socio-cultural 
influences and basic sports psychology theories as well as interpreting and analysing data. 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
Each week you will be taught two theory lessons which will help develop your knowledge of the 
human body and socio-cultural influences. During these lessons you will learn about how the 
body moves and how to analyse and describe this movement. You will be encouraged to contrast 
and compare yourself with elite performers in sport in term of training methods and fitness 
components. During this section of the course you will cover some basic sports psychology (how 
we learn) and socio-cultural influences. These lessons will be taught in a practical manner 
whenever possible. 
 
You will also be taught one lesson each week of practical and theory linked work. The practical 
side of the course involves you performing and being assessed in 3 different activities in sport 
(one individual sport, one team sport and one more of either type). You will be responsible for 
participating in sport outside of school and will use practical lessons to compile practical 
evidence of your level of performance. Due to the limited practical lesson time available in the 
curriculum time you should be participating in sport outside of school and should have a genuine 
all round ability in sporting activities. The practical weighting of the course is 40% including ‘an 
analysis of performance’ piece of coursework.  
 
In each of your chosen activities you will be assessed upon your basic skills in isolation and also 
your ability to influence performance in the full recognised version of your activity. 

 

Assessment 
 
Practical assessment: three different activities (One team game, one individual sport and one 
more of either type). Externally moderated  30% Final mark. 
 
Controlled Assessment Coursework: Performance Analysis (project work) 10% Final mark. 
 
Two Examinations: two 1hour 15 minutes ‘’The human body and movement in physical activity 
and sport’’ and “Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport’’ 60% Final 
mark. 
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Subject:  Spanish 
Syllabus Number:  AQA 8698 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mrs S Richi 
 
 

Why study Spanish 
 
With over 500 million Spanish speaking people in Spain, the emerging Central and South 
America, Spanish is the official language in more than twenty countries. It is predicted that by 
2050 the USA will be a bi-lingual country. Overall, in the business world, it is second in 
importance after English. 
 

 Languages teach you about culture, art, cinema, sport, cuisine, music, history, and 
philosophy. 

 Our teaching and learning invites you to be responsive, thoughtful, creative and 
collaborative. 

 Learning a language teaches you how to think. You learn how to prepare 
arguments succinctly, how to express your points persuasively and, above all, how 
to relate to people who may think differently from you. 

 You will also acquire a far better understanding of your native language and how it 
works. 

 
Linguists are valued in all areas of employment. Some become authors (J.K. Rowling), Illusionists 
(Darren Brown) and Hollywood superstars (Kate Beckinsale).  Many others become lawyers and 
bankers; they work in the City or in creative industries such as journalism and advertising. 
 
There are no limits for the linguist! 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 
Our aim is to ensure that every pupil benefits from a broad spectrum of Spanish culture, 
supporting their development and greater understanding of the role Spanish plays in the global 
market.  
 
Topics covered from year 9 to year 11:  

Theme 1: Identity and culture. 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest. 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment. 

 

Assessment 
 
You will be assessed on four skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing. GCSE Spanish has a 
Foundation Tier and a Higher Tier. The breakdown of the question papers  is as follows: 
 

 Listening paper: 25% of the GCSE. 

 Reading paper: 25% of the GCSE. 

 Writing paper: 25% of the GCSE. 

 Speaking assessment: 25% of the GCSE. 
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Subject:  Sport BTEC Level 1/2 First Award in Sport 
Syllabus Number:  600/4779/3 
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr T Brown 
 
 

Why study Sport BTEC? 
 
This qualification is a Technical Award equivalent in size to one GCSE. It is designed for pupils 
who want to include a study of the sport sector which culminates in a recognised qualification at 
the end of Year 11.  It provides an introduction to some of the key themes within the sport 
sector, enabling you to develop and apply your knowledge of sport, whilst also developing a 
range of relevant practical, communication and technical skills. The Level 2 Award also shows 
clear progression to Level 3 academic or vocational qualifications in the sixth form, for those who 
want to take study of this subject further. 

 

 

Outline of syllabus content 

 
This qualification provides an engaging and relevant introduction to the world of sport. It 
incorporates important aspects of the industry such as fitness testing and training for sport and 
exercise, the psychology of sport, practical sports performance and sports leadership.  For this 
award you will study four separate units over Years 10 and 11.  
 
Unit 1, Fitness for Sports and Exercise, is a compulsory unit and is assessed externally via an 
online on-demand test.  Unit 2, Practical Sports Performance, is also compulsory, and is assessed 
internally via a number of assignments undertaken over the two years.  Two further units are 
chosen, from The Mind and Sports Performance, The Sports Performer in Action, Training for 
Personal Fitness and Leading Sports Activities.  Both of these two units will be internally assessed 
by your PE teachers via a variety of assignments during Years 10 and 11.  

  

 

Assessment 

 
In total there are four modules, each with 25% of the total marks.  The online on-demand test is 
a one hour test totalling 50 marks and assesses the work done in Unit 1 of the Award. The test 
will consist of objective and short answer questions.  
 
A coursework portfolio is also kept and regularly updated for your three other units. This may 
include assignments produced by you which could take the form of a written essay, annotated 
video clips, PowerPoint presentations, leaflets, posters, interviews and witness statements.  All of 
these assignments are set by the teacher in charge of the course and marked internally.  Some of 
these assignments will then be sent off for external moderation as well.  
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Subject:  Triple Science  
Syllabus Number:  AQA GCSE Biology 8461, Chemistry 8462 and Physics 8463   
Teacher who leads the subject: Mr G King and Mr S Cooke 
 

Why study Triple Science? 
 

Studying science provides the foundations for understanding the material world.  Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity.  You are taught 
essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.  
 
Studying science enables you to: 

 develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific 
disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

 develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through 
different types of scientific enquiries that help you to answer scientific questions about 
the world around you 

 develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-
solving skills, both in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments 

 develop your ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the 
methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively. 

 

All pupils study science at KS4, however, if you have shown an aptitude for science, and you are 
currently working at 4M, you may opt to pursue Triple Science. Triple Science allows the keenest and 
most able pupils in Science to spend increased curriculum time on science by choosing to take science 
as an option subject.  You will receive three separate GCSE grades, in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, 
at the end of the two years.  
 

The benefits of triple science are: 

 it provides you with greater breadth of knowledge and skills, and hence is very good 
preparation for pupils choosing science subjects at A level (although it is not essential) 

 it provides the opportunity to study concepts covered in double award science in 
greater depth 

 pupils who have a strong interest in science will be able to broaden their range of 
scientific knowledge and processes across the three science disciplines 

 

Outline of syllabus content 
 

You study seven topics in Biology, ten in Chemistry and seven in Physics. These topics are studied by 
all pupils whether or not they opt for Triple Science. However, pupils who opt for Triple Science also 
learn further content and skills alongside these topics which is only applicable to those receiving 
separate GCSE’s in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.   You also develop your understanding of “Working 
scientifically” in each of the three subjects.  The increased scientific breadth of this pathway will be a 
big advantage to pupils intending to take Science subjects at A level (although it is not essential).  As 
Triple Science is intended for the most able scientists, the Science Faculty will make the final decision 
as to the suitability of this course for each individual pupil. 

 

Assessment is by examination at the end of Year 11. There are two 1 hour 45 minute papers for 

each of the three science subjects, each covers specified topics and is worth 50% of the GCSE in that 
subject. 
 

“Working scientifically” is the sum of all the activities that scientists do. These important ideas are 
assessed on all the written papers in addition to the content set out in the specification.  There is no 
Controlled Assessment. 

 


