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Dear Parents and Carers 
Term has started with the usual flourish and energetic gathering of pace. The Induction day for Years 7 
and 12 set the tone, and pupils have quickly settled into the rhythm of learning. 
 
I was pleased to welcome Mrs Gillian Keegan MP on Friday. She spoke with passion and interest with 
pupils, Sixth Form students and staff, and said she enjoyed some challenging questioning. “Pupils clearly 
enjoy school here,” she said, “and want to work hard.”  She also listened carefully to our concerns about 
school finances, and promised to support schools in the Chichester constituency to make their case for 
better funding. “She was great!” said Ethan, who had tackled her about the privatisation of railways. “She 
listened to us, and was interesting to listen to.” 
 

 

A Level Results – Impressive Performance in Challenging Times 
ishop Luffa Sixth Formers celebrated impressive A Level results in the middle of August.  Nearly 30% 

of all exams taken by the group of 148 students gained top grades A*-A, and across the cohort all 

exams taken achieved an average of a B grade overall. 

 

Students have had to tackle a new curriculum in almost every A-Level 

subject, which makes their performance all the more impressive in 

challenging times. They have worked extremely hard to meet their 

potential and now embark on a range of exciting courses at some very 

competitive universities. The year group have been wonderful to work 

with and did amazingly well to raise over £6000 for charity this year. They 

have shown that they have not only great intelligence but also the 

character to succeed in higher education and beyond and make a really 

positive impact on society and the wider world. We will miss them here 

but wish them the best of luck for the future. 
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Nick Taunt, Headteacher, added, “I am delighted for all our students. The Government has made no bones 

about the need to raise standards, and students have risen to the challenge of exams that are more 

difficult than in the past. Behind the headlines, there are also students who have faced real hurdles in 

their journeys and, with extremely hard work, have achieved great results. Many congratulations to them 

– and to the whole Year group.” 

Following top results this year, three students have gained places at the University of Cambridge: Isabella 

Crouch (A*A*A) to read Modern & Medieval Languages, Joseph Foye (A*A*A*) Philosophy at Selwyn and 

Hugh Hudson (A*A*A*) Engineering at Magdalene. Ben Slater who achieved his results last year also 

gained a place at the University of Oxford to study Computer Science at St Catherine’s College. 

 

Also with top grades, Hugo Duncan-Duggal (A*AA), Alexander Hughes (AAB) and James Pendle (A*A*A) 

go to study Medicine at the University of Bristol, St George’s, University of London and the University of 

Bristol respectively. 

 

Other students who achieved at least 

three straight A* grades are taking a 

variety of university courses: Alex 

Benjamin is to study Architecture at 

Liverpool, Leo Bugeja Aeronautical 

Engineering at Imperial and Lucy Ryan 

History at Manchester. 



 

A further nine students gained straight A grades or higher: Claudia 

Aspinall Nessling (A*A*A) is to take a gap year before applying for 

Oxford to study Art, Thomas Dawtrey (A*AA) to read Mathematics with 

Economics at the LSE, Emily Hawkins (A*A*A) Graphic Communication 

at Reading, Hugo Karas (A*A*AA) Physics at St Andrews, Nathan 

Meagher (AAA) is to go through clearing, Lukas Munns (A*AA) 

Mechanical Engineering at Loughborough, Lily Potts (AAA) Social 

Anthropology at the LSE, Jessica Turner (A*AA) is to do an Art 

Foundation course and Henry Wells (A*A*A) is to study Meteorology 

and Climate (with a year in Oklahoma) at The University of Reading. 
 

Mr Jamie Saunders, Assistant Headteacher - Head of Sixth Form 
 

 

Harder exams matched by hard work by Bishop Luffa GCSE pupils 
utstanding results greeted pupils as they received their GCSE envelopes at the end of August.  Pupils 

have excelled themselves this year.  Many pupils were most keen to find out their English and 

Maths results – the first subjects given the new points system of 9 to 1. 

 

Mr Nick Taunt, said, “The new English 

and Maths exams are harder than 

before, and the new 9-point 

assessment reflects the push for the 

highest standards. So I’m delighted that 

more than a third of the Year group 

gained the top range of points 9-7, 

equivalent to the old A*-A grades in 

English or Maths, and a quarter gained 

top grades 9-7 in both English and 

Maths. I am also pleased by the fair 

scattering of the top grade 9. 

 

But GCSE exams are really about hard 

work and the real effort that pupils of all 

academic ability put into their studies. 

Whether the old or the new style, GCSE 

exams are not easy, and all pupils have 

worked incredibly hard. Our pupils 

thoroughly deserve their grades, and I 

congratulate them all.” 
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Overall, 80% pupils gained at least five GCSE A*-C grades including 

English and Maths. More than a third of all entries were awarded 

A* or A grades. This is a smashing Year group, and I know 

teachers have really enjoyed working with them. They have done 

themselves proud. 

 

I would like to pay tribute to all our staff, teaching and support, 

who have worked so closely with pupils. They always go the extra 

mile, and our young people respond enthusiastically to that 

support. 

 

One Year 10 pupil took Sports Studies GCSE early, and a group of 

six Year 10 pupils also took their French GCSE.  All achieved 

impressive results, gaining A*-A grades.  Many congratulations 

to them too! 

Mr Andy Jackson, Assistant Headteacher - Key Stage 4 

 

A warm welcome to Year 7 
n Tuesday we welcomed our new Year 7 pupils to Bishop Luffa School. The theme of the day was 

‘NEW’ which can be broken down into … 

 

N  be nice 

E   be enthusiastic 

W work (hard) 

 

After a hearty breakfast they  enjoyed a carousel 

of activities designed to raise the pupils’ 

expectations of their learning capabilities. 

 

These included a presentation from Positively 

MAD, a session which introduced the pupils to 

FROG (our learning platform) and some 

traditional (healthy) inter-house competition in 

the form of ‘spaghetti towers’. 

 

During the FROG session pupils submitted their thoughts online on 

how they felt about their first day and starting secondary school.   

 

 

Charlotte in Andrewes said, “I’m so excited to start my journey at Bishop Luffa.” 

 
“I feel a lot more brave than when I was just coming through the main gates!”commented Casper in 
Andrewes.  “Excited and happy,” were the thoughts of Noah in Burrows.  “I have already made some very 
good friends. But it feels strange going from one of the tallest in Primary School to being one of the 
smallest here!” 
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“A new adventure, a new 

beginning” 



 
Rebecca in Otter had a great first day. “I feel as if I've always been 
here because the teachers and students have made me feel 
comfortable,” she said. 
 
"Coming to Bishop Luffa is like stepping into an alternative 
universe – it’s full of new adventures,” wrote Seb in Sherborne.   
 
We wish all our new 
pupils a happy, creative 
and successful time at 
Bishop Luffa! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr Neil Topley, Assistant Headteacher – KS3 

 

Year 12 Students learn how to ‘Mind the Gap’ 
ear 12 enjoyed a jam-packed Induction Day this week.  A number of sessions were delivered to help 

our new Sixth Formers bridge the gap from GCSE to A-level and ‘mind the gap’. 

 

Outside agency, Positively MAD provided a range of interactive activities designed to build students’ study 

skills, independence, organisation and autonomy. ‘I really liked how we learnt to appreciate the 

organisation and revision techniques required to succeed on the new linear A-levels,’ enthused Matthew 

Sedman (12 Story). 

 

Another session, called ‘OPEN’, helped students consider 

their spiritual development as young adults with a 

responsibility to the wider world. The Sixth Form Library team 

took students through the excellent research facilities and 

study environment provided for them. Year 12 also met their 

new tutors and undertook a Twenty Questions activity 

designed to cultivate a vision for their future and show how 

their A-levels would play an important part in their plans.  

 

Students were finally given a whistle-stop tour of the Sixth 

Form Centre and all that it has to offer as a social and work 

space, meeting the new Sixth Form Committee along the way. 

‘It was really useful finding out from some Year 13s what Sixth 

Form is really like and hear their tips and advice on how to 

make a good start,’ commented Aisha Maldonado (12King). 
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‘It was a great day,’ said Ellen Dilling (12 King). 

‘It eased us in gently so that we weren’t too 

overwhelmed but also mentally prepared us 

for when the work really starts to pick up.’  

 

Thank you to all staff and students involved for 

a very successful Induction Day. We look 

forward to an excellent two years with this 

promising group of students. 

 

 
Mr Jamie Saunders, Assistant Headteacher - Head of Sixth Form 

 

University of Chichester students bring music to Year 7 
 usic students from the University of Chichester spent an hour with Year 7 on the first Friday back. 

They performed jazz, modern and classical music with strings, piano and percussion. Throughout 

this year, the University students will be working with pupils, leading and encouraging them to 

play in ensembles small 

and large. The students 

are all training to teach, 

and the collaboration 

with the school gives 

immediate experience 

of sharing their passion 

for music, while 

supporting pupils in 

playing music together.  

We look forward to 

working closely with the 

University this year. 

 

Mr Matt Bennett – Music teacher 

 

New staff – and new responsiblities 
e welcome our new staff this academic year: Miss Jo Lawlor, Head of Arts Faculty and Teacher 

of Drama, Ms Angela Escribano-Juez, Mrs Sue Todd and Mrs Sarah Long, all Teachers of 

Languages, Miss Michelle Scott, Teacher of Art, Mrs Chrysi Minaidou-Skidmore, Teacher of RE, 

Mrs Carolyn Parfitt, Teaching Assistant, Mr Adam Pollock, Science Technician, and Mrs Jane Allen, 

Catering Manager. 

 

Several staff have taken on new roles and responsiblities in the school. Mr Andy Jackson and Mr Neil 

Topley take on the role of Assistant Head - Pupil Behaviour and Welfare, in charge respectively of KS4 and 

KS3 respectively.  Mrs Jenny Feakins-Taylor will provide Head of Sherborne House maternity cover for 

Mrs Rachel Topley with effect from the end of October, Mrs Helen Friend becomes Team Leader of Art, 

Mrs Nicky Furnell, Team Leader of Drama, Mrs Helen Massey, Team Leader of French, and Miss Mari 

Burton becomes Collective Worship Support. 
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Congratulations to Mrs Lucy Cardus (née Crocombe),  Mrs Jenny Feakins-Taylor (née Feakins), and Mrs 

Vicky Newton (née Petterson-Turner), after their marriages during the summer holiday. 

 

 

School Calendar – and forthcoming dates  
 

Tuesday 12 September 6.30pm Year 9 Parents’ Induction Evening 
Wednesday 13 September 6.30pm Year 13 Parents’ Induction Evening 
Monday 18 September 8.30am Year 11 Eucharist 
Tuesday 19 September 6.30pm Year 7 Parents’ Induction/Cheese & Wine Eve  
Wednesday 20 September 6.30pm Year 10 Parents’ Induction Evening 
Thursday 21 September 6.30pm Year 12 Parents’ Induction Evening 
Monday 25 September 7.30pm Parents’ Prayer and Support Group Meeting 
Thursday 5 October 6.00pm Open Evening for Prospective Parents 
Tuesday 10 & Wednesday 11 October 9.15am Open Morning for Prospective Parents 
Monday 16 – Wednesday 18 October Year 7 RSSW Residential 
Wednesday 18 – Friday 20 October Year 7 ABKO Residential 
Thursday 19 October Sixth Form Open Evening 
 
 

With best wishes for a hardworking, fruitful and happy term 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 

Mr Nick Taunt 
Headteacher 


