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PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

An introduction to 
practical drama 

drawing from previous 
experience or learning 
from scratch to learn 
all the skills needed 

for performance

‘ Life in all its fullness’, and ‘Only our best because everyone matters’   

Bishop Luffa: Drama Curriculum Map

Historical Drama
Working with Script 
A Christmas Carol

Children will 
come from 

Primary with 
mixed 

experiences of 
drama. 

Baseline Assessment

Assessment on 
Mime skills; devising 
a scene to create a 
comical movie scene 

using mime skills 
effectively

Shakespeare 
Historical Drama 

Working with Script 
The Tempest

Introducing Team 
Building, Building 

Confidence, Developing 
Basic Skills,

Introducing techniques 
for interpreting a text 

for naturalistic 
performance,

Introduction to playing a 
role and communicating 

themes

Introducing Shakespeare 
in performance, exploring 

use of space, status, 
tension  and creating 

imaginary worlds for the 
stage

Assessment on 
using a  script 
extract from 

The Tempest to 
create imagined 
worlds on stage 

Consolidating group skills 
in interpreting script, 

playing character, 
communicating themes, 
use of space, physical 
movement and creating 

imaginary worlds. 

World Drama 
Learning about 
the diverse and 

rich cultural 
landscape of 
drama from 

different places 
and times through 
both  script and 

devised 
approaches 

Developing physical skills; 
choral movement, and 

vocal skills communicate 
archetypes and 
non-naturalistic 

conventions to tell stories 
from a range of cultural 

influences 

Assessment on 
reflecting cultural 
influences through 
comic storytelling 

from another 
country

Pantomime!
Exploring the 

comedy genre of 
Pantomime using 

a script of 
Cinderella to 

explore 
conventions 

Developing 
non-naturalistic vocal and 

physical skills to 
communicate traditional 
British fairy stories 

Physical Theatre
Exploring the  

genre of Physical 
Theatre using a 
improvisation and 

script to 
demonstrate 
conventions 

Developing physical skills 
to communicate abstract 

ideas in a 
non-naturalistic style , 

Assessment on 
effective use of  
Physical theatre 

skills used to ; 
devise an abstract  

scene and an extract 
from the play 
Metamorphosis

Developing character and 
themes using key 

extracts from the play 
using movement, facial 

expression, use of space, 
timing, exaggeration, 

body language, gesture 
effectively 

Consolidating skills such 
as facial expression, 
volume, accent, pace, 
tone, gesture, gait

Working 
toward GCSE 

Drama  

Mastering the art of 
creating drama, planning 
a clear concept and vision 

and using a range of 
theatrical techniques 
such as use of space, 
physical movement and 
vocal skills to interpret 
character and themes at 

a fast pace

Assessment on 
performing a range 
of devised drama 

pieces 
Mastering the art of 
text in performance 

working in a group to a 
deadline developing 

production skills in both  
design and acting to 
communicate meaning 
using both naturalistic 
and non naturalistic 

styles

End of KS3 
Assessment on the 

final production  of a 
play extract 

End of Year 
Assessment 

Assessment on 
extract from A 
Christmas Carol

Assessment of use 
of conventions to 

communicate in the 
pantomime style

Shakespeare 
Historical Drama!

Exploring the 
script of 

Macbeth to 
explore 

characterisation 
and themes

Assessment on using 
a  script extract 
from Macbeth to 

communicate 
character and 

themes Summer Skills!
Consolidating 
learning by 

exploring each 
drama skill in 
isolation using 

exercises to build 
deeper knowledge 

and 
understanding of 

each one

Assessment on use 
of skills applied to 
different contexts

Mastering taking a play 
from page to stage 
playing character, 

communicating themes, 
use of space, physical 
movement and vocal 

skills. 

Modern Set Play 
Exploring the 
script of Blood 
Brothers to 
communicate 

characterisation 
and themes in a 
naturalistic style

Assessment on 
performing a modern  

scripted drama 

Devising Drama
Exploring a range 
of stimuli using a 
improvisation and 

devising 
technique to 

communicate a 
key message or 
idea in a non 

naturalistic style

Exploring the work of GCSE 
Set Play Playwright Mark 

Wheeler 
Understanding  the form and 
style of Wheler’s plays using 
theatre design and acting 

technique to communicate a 
key message or idea in a 
final performance piece of 
an script extract of their 

choice

Modern Drama 
Working with Script 
Ernie’s Incredible 

Illucinations to create 
naturalistic 

comedy performances

Mime using silent 
movies and the 

comedy 
performances of 
Charlie Chaplin as 
a starting point 

for Devising Mime

Introducing physical skills 
to develop 

non-naturalistic ; 
movement, facial 

expression, use of space, 
timing, exaggeration, 

body language, gesture

Assessment through 
quizzes and charts to 

demonstrate 
knowledge and 

understanding of the 
play

Component 4 
Performance and 
Response Set 
Play Exploring 
the script of 
Missing Dan 

Nolan by Mark 
Wheeler to 
communicate 

characterisation 
and themes using 
naturalistic and 
non naturalistic 
styles of acting 

and design.

Theory lessons to develop 
approaches to answering 

exam questions on 
Missing Dan Nolan 

Text exploration 
experimenting with 

character, communicating 
themes, use of space, 
physical movement and 
vocal skills. Considering 
about Set, Lighting, 
costume and staging

Experimenting, refining 
and polishing drama; 
planning a challenging, 
concept and vision and 

using an ambitious range 
of theatrical techniques 
such as physical theatre, 
verbatim, Stanislavski, 
Frantic Assembly and 
Brecht to communicate 
character and themes 

Component 1&2 
Devising Exploring 

a range of 
stimulus provided 

by the board 
using 

improvisation and 
devising 

techniques to 
experiment with 
and interpret to 

create a 
performance 
piece using 

naturalistic and 
non naturalistic 
styles of acting 

or design.

Theory lessons to 
develop devising 

portfolio response 
outlining how ideas 
were developed, 

refined and evaluating 
the outcome - submit 

portfolio

Exploring the text and 
making notes based 

around key moments from 
the production to 

formulate judgements. 

Component 4 
Performance and 

Response 
Attending the 
theatre trip to 
watch the Live 
Production in 

April/March  and 
analysing and 
evaluating the 
production for 
their use of 

acting or design 
to communicate 
plot , character 

and themes.

Theory lessons to 
approach exam 

questions and develop 
a written response 

Component 4 
Assessment Year 10 
March Mock Exam 
following Revision 

period, assessment 
feedback 

Ongoing 
assessment 
feedback  

Ongoing 
assessment 
feedback 

on practise 
questions 

Component 1&2 
Devising Finalising 

the devised 
performance 
piece using 

naturalistic and 
non naturalistic 
styles of acting 

or design.

Theory lessons to 
finalise devising 

portfolio response 
with emphasis on 

evaluating the outcome 
- submit portfolio

Internal Assessment 
Exam of devised 
performance and 
portfolio in July 

Ongoing 
assessment 
feedback  

Experimenting, refining 
and polishing drama; to 
communicate playwright’s 
intentions for  character 

and themes 
Component 4 

Performance and 
Response Set 

Play Revising the 
script of Missing 
Dan Nolan by 
Mark Wheeler 
and extending 

the understanding 
of 

characterisation 
and themes using 
naturalistic and 
non naturalistic 
styles of acting 

and design.

Theory lessons to 
approach exam 

questions and develop 
a written response 

Exploring the text and 
making notes based 

around key moments from 
the production to 

formulate judgements. 

Component 4 
Assessment Year 11 
November Mock Exam 

following Revision 
period, assessment 

feedback 

Component 4 
Performance and 

Response 
Attending a 

second theatre 
trip to watch the 
Live Production in 
September  and 
analysing and 
evaluating the 
production for 
their use of 

acting or design 
to communicate 
plot , character 

and themes.

Component 3  
presenting and 

Performing Texts 
Exploring two 
script extracts 
from challenging 
published plays 
for performance 
using naturalistic 

and non 
naturalistic 

styles of acting 
or design.

Ongoing 
assessment 
feedback  

Ongoing 
assessment 
feedback 

on practise 
questions  Further in depth text 

analysis and performance 
opportunity evaluation. 

Ongoing 
assessment 
feedback on 

practise 
questions  

Component 3  
presenting and 

Performing Texts 
Refining and 

polishing scripted 
performance of 
play extract. 

External 
practical 

performance 
assessment 

Exam  

Component 4 GCSE 
Exam 

A Level 
Theatre at 

Bishop 
Luffa? 

College for Theatre 
and  Performance 
Studies Course?

Spend time in 
class focused on 

revision 
techniques


